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USE OF FOREST PRACTICES CODE GUIDEBOOKS





The Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act guidebooks are considered to be the best judgment on implementing the objectives of the legislation.  With some specific exceptions, the guidebooks published under the Act are not part of the legislation; therefore, it is not legally binding that these guidebooks be followed.  It is recognized that as our practices evolve so too must the guidebooks.  Use of the guidebooks must be coupled with sound professional judgment; they should not be an impediment to applying the best possible forestry practices.  Where the forest management practice recommended in the guidebook is not appropriate for a site specific reason, it is entirely acceptable to take an alternative action.





For silviculture prescriptions, regardless of whether or not the prescription agrees with the guidebook, I need to understand why a particular prescription is appropriate for that site.  The level of detail needed to explain a prescription will depend on the individual prescription and the degree to which it departs from the accepted standards of practice.





The guidebooks were developed for the entire province and to some extent it is expected that they will have to be tailored to fit the Morice Forest District.  When a licensee expects to depart from the guidebook and use some other procedure or principle to guide their operations on an ongoing basis that new procedure needs to be examined by the District staff.  The level of scrutiny applied to that review will depend on the activity.  Fore example, departure from the boundary marking guidebook will require a relatively low level of scrutiny while departure from the biodiversity or riparian guidebook will require the Ministry of Environment’s involvement and likely expertise from outside the District.���							Original Paper Copy
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